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A Message from the

Executive Director

For more than four decades, your support has sustained Feiro Marine Life
Center and the mission we share: connecting our community, especially
young learners, to the wonders of our local marine environment. Because of
you, Feiro remains a place of curiosity, discovery, and stewardship. Even in a
year marked by challenge and change, we responded with resilience—

growing stronger, more adaptive and more impactful together.

In 2025, that impact was clear. Volunteers and partners advanced vital
citizen science, education programs reached more young people than ever,
and expanded access ensured that cost is never a barrier to experiencing
marine life. At the same time, we strengthened the care we provide to our
animal ambassadors and deepened collaborations that extend our reach

across the region.

Now, we look ahead to an expanded future. As we transform our
organization in anticipation of our new home next to the Field Arts &
Events Hall, we remain committed to serving our community with purpose
and inclusivity. With your continued support, we will inspire the next

generation of ocean stewards and ensure that the wonders of our marine

world remain accessible to all.

Staff members on retreat in

£ ol Duc Valley.

Cover photo: Found along our
coasts in winter, long-tailed ducks
are migratory, breeding in Alaska
and northern Canada.




LEADERSHIP

Mission Statement:

Feiro Marine Life Center connects community and environment by providing
local marine and watershed learning experiences, increasing awareness of our
interdependence.

Vision Statement:
Water Connects Us All: We envision communities living sustainably to ensure

thriving marine ecosystems.

2025 Board of Directors:
Kathy Charlton, President

Robert Milner, Vice President

Gary Kriedberg, Secretary

Mary Campbell, Treasurer
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 : Chelsey Sleznikow Kathi Pressley
] N Kate Dexter, Honorary  Stuart Rich
Board President Kathy Charlton Barb Maynes Maggle Smith
[an Miller Jack Word

Feiro Staff:

Melissa Williams, Executive Director

Tristan Bell, Custodian

Tamara Galvan, Associate Director of Operations

Nola Grier, Development Assistant

Amelia Kalagher, Citizen Science & Facilities Assistant
Jordan Higgins, Education Manager

Linty Hopie, Development Director

Disa Wilson, Guest Services Assistant

Nadia Wilson, Washington Conservation Corps intern

Elise Ricci, Capital Campaign Director, Seattle

Feiro staff and friends enjoy a moment
Anna Sanders, Capital Campaign Project Coordinator during Making Waves 2025. 1



ANIMAL CARE

Scaling Up Our Animal Care

Most mornings are peaceful at Feiro Marine Life Center. When operations
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/

manager Tamara Galvan arrives, she follows a familiar routine — turning
on lights, checking water flow and carefully observing each exhibit. As she
makes her rounds, she looks for answers to a long list of questions. Are all

& e

nine Pacific spiny lumpsuckers accounted for? Where is the grunt sculpin
hiding today? Is anyone behaving differently? Each morning brings a

checklist and an ever-growing list of questions.

Tamara’s routine and careful observations proved their value shortly after
tubesnouts were introduced to the eelgrass exhibit from a collecting trip in
Des Moines. Several days after their arrival, Tamara noticed that one of the
tubesnouts was missing a part of its tail fin. At first, she suspected a nibbling
tankmate might be responsible. But when additional fish showed similar

damage — without any other signs of injury — it became clear there was a

different and mysterious cause.

Tamara immediately contacted Dr. Lyndsy Bevins, a local veterinarian with
special expertise in aquatic animals. As she awaited Dr. Bevins’ visit, Tamara
continued to carefully observe the ailing fish and noticed another change

— a smattering of small black dots on the fish. Examining the dots under a
microscope led to the diagnosis of an aggressive bacterial fin rot. The stress
of the trip from Des Moines had likely weakened the tubesnouts’ immune
systems, allowing naturally present bacteria to take hold.

With guidance from Dr. Bevins, Tamara quickly implemented a treatment
plan. Each tubesnout received targeted disinfectant treatment and time in a
medicated bath using newly developed isolation methods designed for our
open-flow system. While the infection proved too aggressive for most of the
fish, one tubesnout pulled through. Monitoring shows its fins are intact, its
appetite is strong, and the black spots are gone.

Though we wish all the infected fish had survived, we celebrate our surviv-
ing tubesnout, and are grateful for the opportunity to expand our knowl-
edge and ability to diagnose and treat illness. We appreciate Dr. Bevins for
generously sharing her time and expertise.

Tamara’s morning rounds continue — quiet, observant, and now even more informed. Each careful look means

that we are constantly learning, adapting, and scaling up our commitment to excellent animal care.

2 Top phoro: Tubesnout rests in Feiro Eelgrass Exhibit. | Bottom photo: Black dots indicate bacterial fin rot on this tubesnout’s rail.



ANIMAL CARE

A Community Effort for Copper

In the summer of 2021, a tiny rockfish — barely an inch long — was
collected by beach seine from Hollywood Beach, just outside the doors
of the Feiro Marine Life Center. At first, the juvenile didn’t have enough
defining features to determine its species. About a year later, the markings
became clear: we had a copper rockfish.

Copper spent his early years growing up in our eelgrass exhibit, closely
resembling the habitat where he was collected. As he grew, he graduated

to larger exhibits. Today, he calls our 385-gallon subtidal exhibit home,
alongside China rockfish, a rock prickleback, and a California sea cucumber.

Earlier this year, staff noticed Copper’s right eye becoming swollen — a condition commonly known as “pop-eye.”
His behavior changed, and it became clear he had lost vision in that eye. After consulting with veterinarian

Dr. Bevins, the best course of action was determined to be an enucleation (surgical removal of the eye). The surgery
was successful, and we were relieved to find no tumor behind the eye. Copper adapted remarkably well to his one-
eyed world, soon returning to normal feeding and behavior.

But our relief was short-lived. This summer, his remaining eye also began ‘
to swell. Fortunately, he still retained vision, and we were determined to -
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explore options that could preserve it. Caring for a fully blind fish would
present significant challenges, so we reached out to colleagues in the

aquarium community.

One of the most remarkable aspects of the aquarium field is its spirit of
collaboration. When Tamara learned that Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium
had constructed a pressure chamber — based on plans shared by
Monterey Bay Aquarium — she contacted their team. With approval from
their veterinary staff and permits quickly processed by Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, Copper was carefully packed into an insulated
cooler and transported 104 miles to Tacoma.

Behind the scenes at Point Defiance’s Pacific Seas building, Aquarist Mikiko gently placed Copper into the pressure
chamber. Over the course of a week, pressure was slowly increased to help resolve the suspected gas buildup behind
the eye. The improvement was almost immediate. Within two days, the swelling had dramatically reduced. Daily
updates and photos reassured us that Copper was thriving — and even developing a taste for chopped capelin.

After a gradual return to normal pressure, Copper made the journey home. Back in his subtidal exhibit, he quickly

resumed eating — always a welcome sign. Staff continue to monitor him closely, as pop-eye can sometimes reoccur.

Copper’s story is one of resilience, but it is also a testament to partnership. Thanks to collaboration, shared expertise,
and a supportive aquarium community, Copper has returned home with his vision intact — and we are grateful to

have him back. 3
Top photo: Copper rockfish in Feiro eelgrass exhibit. / Bottom photo: Copper’s pop-eye before treatment.



ANIMAL CARE

Baby Pacific Spiny Lumpsuckers at Feiro
Pacific spiny lumpsuckers have been the stars of 2025 at Feiro Marine
Life Center. Adult lumpsuckers collected during a beach seine in
partnership with MaST Aquarium in Des Moines, Washington, joined
our exhibits, thanks to the careful coordination of Facilities Director
Tamara. Since arriving in Port Angeles, they've been thriving on their
diet of thawed mysis and brine shrimp.

About the size of a ping-pong ball, these round, pufly fish usea mod- "
ified fin as a suction cup to cling to rocks and kelp. Though they grow =

to only 1-3 inches, they are perfectly adapted to blend into their rocky il ;
habitats.

Excitingly, this is the first time in over 10 years that Feiro has hosted lumpsuckers in our exhibits. Even more exciting:
the lumpsuckers laid eggs. Male lumpsuckers are dedicated fathers, guarding their eggs for 4-8 weeks. They protect
the nest, fan the eggs to keep them oxygenated, and rarely leave their guarding duty. Eggs are often laid in rocky
crevices or empty barnacle shells.

This year, we've seen eggs hatch right here at Feiro. Some babies may even be spotted in the exhibit. Born with
working suction cups, they are already clinging to surfaces and feeding on rotifers and baby brine shrimp.

Since May 2025, we've been raising these young lumpsuckers at the center—bringing valuable learning opportu-
nities for staff and partner aquariums, and plenty of delight for our visitors. Small in size, but big in impact, spiny
lumpsuckers have truly defined our year.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

Members of Feiro Marine Life Center buoy and sustain our programs with their
enthusiasm, regular visits and financial support.

The Novack family — parents Amber and Matt, with their sons Isaac (4) and Nolan (1)
— is a perfect example. Members for three years, they describe themselves as ‘frequent
and enthusiastic” visitors to the center. Matt shares that Isaac has found a deep wonder
of the sea and all it holds. With the help of Feiro’s microscope and “Teacher Disa,”
he has discovered plankton and their importance to the marine ecosystem. He studies =
the whale baleen with amazement, imagining it ‘in action’ filtering the tiny plankton |
that make up the whale’s diet. Isaac loves visiting the touch tanks and especially enjoys
feeding bits of kelp to the sea urchins. As (nearly) a lifelong member, Isaac has recently
adopted the important role of sharing the ocean’s wonders with his younger brother
Nolan and making sure he only uses one or two fingers in the touch tank. We are thrilled to have the Novack

family as Feiro Marine Life Center members and proud to have a role in their sons’ learning.

4 Top photo: Juvenile Pacific Spiny Lumpsuckers hatched at Feiro. /| Bottom photo: Valued Feiro Members - The Novack Family.



COMMUNITY PARTNERS | CONNECTION

Cultural/Education Partnership: LEKT - Canoe Journeys

One of the highlights of the year was the opportunity to support the 2025

Canoe Journeys: Paddle to Elwha. The annual canoe journey brings together
tribes from across the Pacific Northwest, traveling by canoe to reach the destina-
tion community of the year. This year, the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe hosted the
canoe journey, welcoming over 6,000 people representing over 80 tribes, from
Alaska, Oregon, Washington and British Columbia. The gathering lasted five
days, centered around the tribal center at the Elwha River mouth. The journeys
themselves take much longer as preparations begin months, and even years, in
advance. Canoe pullers train for the physical and mental demands of their
multi-day paddle journeys while the host tribe plans and prepares to welcome,
host and feed thousands of visitors.

Having this event take place in our community gave hundreds of volunteers,
including Feiro staff, board members and volunteers the chance to participate,
listen and learn. From crafting hand-made gifts to pitching in with event logistics,

the Feiro community was honored and very happy to participate.

Tourism Partnership

Feiro Marine Life Center is more than an aquarium—it is a key tourist

attraction and year-round economic driver for Port Angeles and Clallam
County. Located in the heart of the waterfront district, Feiro anchors the
downtown visitor experience and draws families, eco-tourists, cruise ship ==

passengers and lifelong learners.

Feiro strengthens the local tourism ecosystem through active collabora-

tion with partners including the Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce,
Visit Port Angeles, the Port Angeles Waterfront District and the Port of Port Angeles. By ahgnmg messaging, sharmg
promotions and co-promoting signature events such as the Dungeness Crab Festival and seasonal programming,

these partnerships enhance visitor experiences and support local businesses.

Support from the Port Angeles and Clallam County Lodging Tax Committees is essential to sustaining this impact.
Lodging tax funding ensures consistent staffing, reliable hours, and high-quality exhibits—allowing partners to
confidently include Feiro in itineraries, marketing, and event planning, while supporting participation in cruise ship
engagement and community events.

Beyond the waterfront, Feiro partners with Port Angeles City Parks and Recreation, Olympic National Park, NOAAs
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary, and local education and arts organizations to highlight regional assets

and expand access to environmental learning.

By welcoming thousands of visitors each year and amplifying its partners’ reach, Feiro strengthens the regional economy and
reinforces Port Angeles” identity as a vibrant coastal destination. 5

Top: Tribal canoes pulled ashore on the Elwha Beach. / Middle: Community members craft gifis to welcome canoe journey visitors.
Bottom: American Cruise Line passengers are frequent Feiro guests.



EDUCATION/LEARNING

Summer Camps’ Popularity

The Feiro Summer Camp programs have long been
a community favorite and have grown in popularity
each year. The 2025 summer season was especially
successful, featuring four different camps, all focused
on connecting local children with marine life and
ocean science.

The Junior Oceanographer Camp, held in partnership
with the NOAA Olympic Coast National Marine
Sanctuary for ages seven through nine, had a “Super-
powers of the Sea” theme and took a deep dive into

the extraordinary abilities of ocean animals.

Roboics campers wor/e in teams to design, buzla’ and program their
; ] . own underwater robots. The five-day camp gives them hands-on
the ocean through play and crafting while exploring experience in engineering, problem-solving and collaboration.

the migration of a humpback whale across the

Critter Camp, for ages five to six, introduced kids to

different ecosystems through which it travels.

Underwater Robotics Camp, for ages 10 to 12, was a
hands-on experience where participants built a robot
and finished the week navigating it through under-
water obstacle courses. This year, they guided their
creations through simulated sunken Mayan ruins and

the sunken car sites of Lake Crescent.
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Junior Oceanographers celebmte a sunny day :pent lmmzng about who
and what lives within our local waters.

Camp activities
inspire deep focus

and attention.

Critter Campers learn that water connects us all through play, hands-
on craft activities and plenty of time to explore Feiros exhibits.




EDUCATION | LEARNING

Welcome to WCC Intern Nadia Wilson

We are grateful to welcome Nadia Wilson as our 2025-26 Washington Conser-
vation Corps education intern. Nadia joined the Feiro team in October and has
been making a positive impact ever since, making us grateful not only for Nadia’s
enthusiasm and contributions, but also for the generous donors who supported her
year-long position. Nadia enjoys the wide variety of her job responsibilities, from

leading fourth grade watershed science walks to helping with summer camps, squid

dissections and community outreach events. WCC Education Intern Nadia Wikon.
Nadia grew up in Illinois and majored in Environmental Studies at the University of Illinois Springfield where she
discovered her passion for environmental education. Prior to arriving in Port Angeles, Nadia served as an interpre-
tive intern at the Nez Perce National Historical

Park in eastern Washington/Idaho, and while P rogram H ng / lgbts

still a university student, as an education intern Igniting Leadership & Career Pathways

at both the Lincoln Home National Historic Site ~ — Youth connected with environmental professionals through
and the Henson Robinson Zoo in Springfield. guest speakers and partnerships, including NOAA, E/V Nauti-

lus, WA DNR, and other research organizations.

— Feiro hosted its second successful Career Night, linking
middle and high school students with environmental career
pathways.

202 5 By n e Num b ers Youth Programs & Camps

— Summer Camps received outstanding feedback, with

As a relative newcomer to coastal ecosystems,
Nadia is thrilled to be both learning and sharing

new information.

* 153 Total Programs many participants and their families calling them their favor-
* 6,859 Total Program Participants ite summer experience.

— Watershed Science programs showed strong learning
What the Numbers Mean outcomes, with pre- and post-tests demonstrating increased

student understanding and community impact.
*  Our education team taught an average of 3.0 Qusreach

programs per week. — Feiro’s outreach programs connected to nearly 5,000

* 618 more people participated in Feiros pro-  people in 2025, increasing a county-wide and global audience
grams in 2025, a 10% increase over the prior by 618 year over year.
year. — The American Cruise Lines tours and programs welcomed

500+ passengers to our exhibits, many from out of state.
— The Virtual Speaker Series with NOAA’s Olympic Coast

National Marine Sanctuary shared local marine research with

*  April through June were our busiest months,
with 59 programs and 2,017 participants,
with May the peak month with 27 programs

and nearly 1,000 participants.  global au.chence.
Community Engagement
*  Parter programs with NOAA reached over  _ Fejrg celebrated World Ocean Day with a LEGO event
1,000 people, an increase of 25% since offering custom ocean-themed builds that encouraged
2024. creativity and care for the marine world.
* 273 fourth-graders participated in our — Partnership with NatureBridge through evening presenta-
grant-funded watershed science program in  tions at Lake Crescent expanded Feiro’s local and
2025. Students from seven schools around national connections with youth. 7

Port Angeles took part.



SCHOLARSHIPS

2025 Scholarship Winners

One of our favorite annual traditions is awarding the two scholarships sponsored by the Feiro Marine Life Center.

The Feiro Family Scholarship, honoring our founder Art Feiro, is awarded to a Clallam County high school
senior. This $1,000 scholarship is open to students in any field of study; applicants are simply asked to describe
how their future plans connect to the mission of Feiro Marine Life Center.

The Robert J. Campbell Memorial Scholarship, also $1,000, honors the legacy of longtime Marine Life Center
manager Bob Campbell. This scholarship is awarded to a current college student majoring in the natural sciences,
with preference given to those pursuing marine science.

We are delighted to introduce our 2025 scholarship recipients.

Journey Simpson

A 2025 graduate of Sequim High School, Journey was awarded the
Feiro Family Scholarship. She plans to pursue a career in marine
biology at either Western Washington University or University of
Washington.

While maintaining her studies as a full-time student, Journey devel-
oped proficiency in American Sign Language and worked as a shift
leader at a local restaurant. She shared:

“During my time at the Boys and Girls Club, I remember going to the
Feiro Marine Life Center for field trips on several occasions. Last year,
I attended a meet-and-greet event for those interested in careers in

marine biology. This experience was pivotal in solidifying my desire to
pursue a career in marine biology. Hearing personal stories from professionals in the field, especially the manager at
Feiro, deepened my understanding and reinforced my commitment to this career path.”

Kyle Brooks

Kyle Brooks, also a graduate of Sequim High School and now a student at Western
Washington University, is the recipient of the 2025 Robert J. Campbell Memorial
Scholarship. Kyle is studying biology with a marine emphasis and has already built

an impressive resumé.

In addition to their experience as a Feiro volunteer, Kyle has participated in the
Washington Conservation Corps program, completed an internship with Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory in Sequim, and joined an expedition aboard the
research vessel R/V Adantis. During the voyage, which toured the Axial Seamount
off the Oregon coast, they assisted with laboratory duties and documented remotely = s
operated vehicle dives to hydrothermal vents.

We are proud to support these outstanding students as they pursue their goals and
carry forward the spirit of curiosity, stewardship, and dedication that defines Feiro
Marine Life Center.

8



STAFF/VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

Disa Wilson, Staff

For visitors to Feiro Marine Life Center, Disa Wilson is the smiling face of
welcome and introduction. As Guest Services Assistant, she greets and
welcomes visitors and recently celebrated her fifteenth anniversary as a Feiro
employee. (Not counting her first year as a volunteer!)

Disa describes herself as having been a very shy teenager, reluctant to stray
outside her quiet homeschooled comfort zone. But a volunteer at Feiro, who
happened to be a good friend, gave Disa a push and convinced her to give
volunteering a try. She fell in love with it and is still loving her role at Feiro.
When asked about her favorite part of the job, Disa doesn't hesitate: “Little kids’
faces when they see something new.” After a brief pause, she adds with a smile,
“But adults, too — I love seeing their faces light up with “WOW!”

In addition to assisting visitors, Disa develops the weekly volunteer docent schedule, trains new volunteers and
helps keep the exhibit tanks clear and clean. When not at work, Disa is an avid disc golf player. She participates
in tournaments whenever her schedule allows and regularly sharpens her skills on local courses.

Disa recently earned her high school diploma through the High School+ program at Peninsula College, which
enabled her to finish the last few remaining credits needed for her diploma. Congratulations, Disa! We admire
your persistence and commitment to this milestone, and to the Feiro Marine Life Center!

Sue Griffith, Volunteer

Sue Griffith is someone who thrives on meeting and connecting with people.
We are grateful for the seventeen-plus years she has shared her knowledge and
enthusiasm with our guests.

A Washington native, Sue taught grade school for over twenty years in Alaska,
followed by twelve years in Idaho. When she was ready to return to Washington
in the early 2000s, she found Port Angeles to be a good fit: a small coastal city
that didn’t feel too “retired-ish.” An excellent library, vibrant arts scene and the
Feiro Marine Life Center all add to her appreciation for Port Angeles.

Soon after settling here, Sue spotted an article about volunteer training at the Feiro
Marine Life Center. Describing herself as someone who “has a hard time sitting
still,” she signed up — and has been a volunteer docent ever since.

Feiro provides Sue with endless opportunities to meet people from around the
world. She strives to learn a little bit about each visitor’s interests and background, so that she can find a way to help
them connect with the marine animals on exhibit and the broader marine ecosystem. And she loves when people
ask her a question she can’t answer. Certainly her forty-four year teaching career gave her a knack for finding mean-
ingful ways to share her knowledge with people.

Besides volunteering two days a week at Feiro, Sue works regular volunteer shifts at the Port Angeles library and in
summer, at the Olympic Coast Discovery Center. In her free time, she loves to garden and spend time with family

and friends.

Top photo: Feiros Guest Services Assistant Disa Wilson at her high school and Peninsula College graduation. 9
Bottom photo: Valued Feiro Volunteer Naturalist Sue Griffith ar Feiros popular touch tanks.



COMMUNITY | CITIZEN SCIENCE

Community Science is Growing Quickly

Feiro volunteers and staff have long been involved in community science (formerly citizen science), and this
work has only grown in the past couple years. With the addition of an intern in 2024 (who has since continued
as community science lead) Feiro grew its capacity for community science in 2025. The Sound Toxins plankton
monitoring team meets each Monday and in 2025 conducted 47 plankton surveys and sent nine harmful algal
bloom alerts to the Department of Health. Molt Search for invasive European green crabs continued this year,
with 14 molt searches conducted at five beaches - and thankfully, no green crab molts found. The marine mam-
mal stranding response team responded to 20 calls in 2025, 13 of which were strandings. We send a huge thank
you to all the wonderful community scientists who contribute their time, effort and expertise to these programs!

Sound Toxins

Every Monday, a dedicated crew of community science
volunteers gathers in Feiro’s classroom and on the city
pier: the Sound Toxins team.

The Sound Toxins program, managed by Washington

Sea Grant and the Washington State Department of
Health, is a regional network that samples and monitors
phytoplankton on a weekly basis. This work serves as an
early warning system for harmful algal blooms—localized
spikes in plankton populations that can produce toxins

dangerous to human health.

Feiro’s monitoring team truly “bloomed” (in a good way!)
this year, both in size and expertise. Three newcomers
joined the effort, bringing the team to seven dedicated

volunteers who monitor plankton each week.

Learning to identify phytoplankton is a skill that develops

over time. New volunteers benefit from mentoring by

experienced team members, along with extensive photo
libraries and identification guides. Even seasoned volunteers continue to expand their knowledge thanks to

Sound Toxins’ training program that builds knowledge and expertise in phytoplankton identification.

But even with all their training and experience, the team encounters something new nearly every week — such
is the diversity of phytoplankton in our local waters! We are grateful for the curiosity, collaboration, and careful

observation that make this important monitoring work possible.

Top photo: Volunteers study and identify evaluate phytoplankton in Feiroks classroom.
1 O Bottom photo: Phytoplankton diversity.



COMMUNITY | CITIZEN SCIENCE

Green Crab Molt Surveys ~ Marginal
o~ teeth

Feiro’s molt search efforts became a true team endeavor this summer,
with three new volunteers trained to conduct surveys during visits to local
beaches.

This regional program, coordinated by Washington Sea Grant, asks volun-
teers to complete a focused 20-minute search for crab molts. The primary
goal is to detect molts from the invasive European green crab as an early

warning sign of their presence—or potential increase—in our area.

Three Feiro volunteers learned the established regional protocols this

summer and also began collecting additional data of local interest, includ-
ing documenting the variety of crab species found at different beaches. Because some crab species have very similar
features, careful identification is essential. Our volunteers have enthusiastically embraced the challenge, sharpening
their crab ID skills with each survey.

Data collected in 2024 showed that the dominant crab species (based on molts found) varied by beach. As we
analyze and compare summer 2025 data from the same locations, we look forward to seeing whether those patterns

remain consistent year to year.

We are grateful for the dedication and attention to detail our volunteers bring to this important early detection effort.

Marine Mammal Stranding Network

The Feiro Marine Life Center is proud to serve as a partner in
NOAA’s Marine Mammal Stranding Network, responding to

potential marine mammal strandings in our region.

In 2025, our team responded to 20 calls, 13 of which were
confirmed strandings—situations involving animals that were ill,
injured, in unsafe conditions, or deceased. Two of the stranded

seals were successfully rehabilitated and released back into the

wild!

Volunteers and staff make up the ten-person stranding response
team, with local veterinarian Dr. Brittany Rose joining Feiro staff
and volunteers on three occasions to assess an animal’s condition
and needs. A heartfelt thank you to all of our dedicated commu-
nity science volunteers—your commitment makes this import-
ant work possible.

Top photo: Crab molts are counted and studied by Feiro volunteers.
Middle photo: Onlookers eagerly await release of a once-stranded seal.
Bottom photo: Newly released harbor seal looks back before entering the Strait.




DONOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Individual Feiro Ocean Leaders:

Anonymous

W. Ron & Merine Allen
Shirley Anderson

Nancy Brant

Ken & Mary Campbell

Kathy Charlton

Paul & Donna Downes

Mark & Katherine Feiro
Eleanor & Andy Geiger
Nancy & Ed Grier

Sue Grifhth

Individual Feiro Ocean Leaders:
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Harry & Marla Bell
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MarySue French
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Carol Jacobs

Randy & Carol Johnson
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Betty Layne

Children

. enjoy learning
 about Feiro at
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CHAMPIONS ($2,000+ annual giving)
Gary Kriedberg & Jody Moss

Bob & Linda Milner

Ann Murakami & John Middleton
Suzie Nunley

Stuart & Kirstin Rich

Wayne & Susan Roberts

Debra & Arnold Schouten

Alda Siebrands

Dana Williams & Joel Rennich
Daniel & Barbara Williams

STEWARDS ($1,000 annual giving)

Merri Martz & Richard Mazotta
Betsy & Mark Matthews
Barbara Maynes & Jeff Bohman
Deborah & Stephen Moriarty
Edna Petersen

Francis & Janet Piccola

Gwen Porterfield

Wende Porterfield

Kay Pranis

Kathi & Bob Pressley

Bruce & Kathleen Reiter

Judy Russell

Susie Sanders & Kevin Harkins
Thad & Merrie Jo Schroeder
Dana & Rhianna Shaltry
Maggie Smith & Jason Taylor
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Christopher & Lisa Thomsen
Ginger & Scott Wierzbanowski
Melissa Williams & Tim Summers
Jack & Erika Word



DONOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Business/Corporate Feiro Ocean

Leader Champions ($5,000+ annual giving)
Clallam County Lodging Tax
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Dungeness Crab Festival

Laurel Black Branding & Communications . _'f: =
Nor’Wester Rotary Club of Port Angeles =t “;:: =
Port Angeles Rotary Foundation i .
Tommy & Akiko Foundation e — =2
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2025 Business/Corporate Annual Giving

Anchor QEA, LLC Koenig Subaru

Angeles Furniture North Olympic Group of the Sierra Club
Fidelity Charitable Anonymous Donor Olympic Climate Action

Brix Marine Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society
Callis & Associates Insurance Puget Sound Anglers

Country Aire Sea Scouts, Ship #1212

Edward Jones Charity Aid Foundation Soroptimist International Port Angeles Jet Set
Field Arts and Events Hall Steve Methner Insurance

First Fed Studio Bob

JPMC Foundation Thrivent

Kitsap Bank Washington State Combined Fund Drive

2025 Individual Annual Giving

Anonymous (3) Rachel Baker Susan Blenk

Abby & Tyler Abbott Sam & Martha Baker Kate Bradshaw

Sherryl Adair Julia Bartos-Betz Mary Sue Brancato & Ed Bowlby
Kate Allen Clay Baulch Andrew Brastad

Amy Anderson Hempel Steve Bearman & Susan Cleares Dale Brigandi

Lindsay Andrews William & Mary Belshaw Rachele Brown & Justin Ellis
Anthony Arends Shea & Kiersa Benson-Wright Sandra Bugg

Rebecca Atherton Adam Bernbaum Bonnie Bulach

William & Janet Atkinson Laurel Black & Joe Murray Courtney Buratto & Paul Sperduti

Olivia Bailey & Brendan Fluckiger Barbara Blackie & Bruce Hattendorf Janis Burger
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Scott & Linda Evans

Faylee Favara

Burt Foote

Sheila Furtado

Jack Galloway & Anna Manildi
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Troy Galvan & Glenn Vilar
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Kris & Nola Grier

Jamia MariAna Gustafson

Stan & Becky Halfacre

David Ham

Gavin Hansen

Beth Harris

Julie Hatch

Leslie Hatten

Brian & Joy Hauge

Kyle Henderson

Mary Henterly

Carla Hopie

Cecelia Horn

Carroll Hull & Alan Clark

Melissa Hunting

David & Julia Jackson

Megan Jenkins

Cheri & David Jessup

Jim Jewell

Randy Johnson & Nancy
Bluestein-Johnson

Alex Jones

Anni Lanigan

Bruce & Rae Leiper

Jeff Lewis

Eileen Loerch

Tristan Lohman & Kim Davies

Lohman

Pamela Love

Dorothy MacEachern

The Marshall Family
Marsha Massey

Pam Wilder & David Mattern
Linda Mattix

James McElroy

Melissa McQueen

Marsha Melnick

Steve & Sarah Methner
Diane Miller

The Miller-Loewe Family
Linsey Monaghan

David & Judith Morris
Linda Morrow

Lyn Muench

Julie Myers

Pat & Dale Nachreiner

Erin Nevers

Matt & Amber Novack
Jacqueline Ogden

Jeanne & David Oldenkamp
Alysha Orcutt

Christopher Osuna-Perchert
Steven & Annie Pelayo
Halden Petersen

John Petrotta

Cherie & Rob Pfeiffer
Robert & Enid Phreaner
Paul Pickett

Kelly & Josh Pitzlin

Poet XIX & John Burkavage
Brett Powell

Darcie Purcell

Andy & Allana Ray



DONOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Merv & Joy Rennich Kitty Sperry Sharon Wagner

Betsy Robins Maurie Sprague Lucy Wait

June Robinson Gailen & Kathy Steichen Michael & Carrie Wait
Rodney Robinson Nancy Stephanz Mallory & Lamar Watson
Cheri Sallee Joyce Stockard John & Mary Wegmann
Tom & Carrie Sanford Ivan Storck Haley Weir

Steve Saunders Fred Sullivan Tracey Weld

Scott Schaffer Tom & Robin Swanson Diane Whitmore

Ginger Schneider Kerston Swartz Donna Williams

Richard Schneider Linda Taylor Jennifer Wilson

Pat Schoen & Connie Engvall Norma Turner Robin Wilson

Debbie Shemorry Rachael Turner Iris Winslow

Emily Simmons Yara Una Melody Winslow
Kenneth Singhose Mary Ann Unger Rebecca & Stephen Winters
Chelsey Sleznikow Liz Uraga Susan & Kenneth Winters
Lex Sorensen Laura Vernum Lucy & Tanner Zahrt
Kristin Speed Gregory & Ginger Voyles

Making Waves

Enthusiasm was high for Feiro Marine Life Center’s signature
fundraising event in May. Tickets to the Making Waves Gala sold
out two weeks in advance and attendees voiced appreciation for
the food, venue and featured speakers. The event raised $102,248,

the highest amount yet in the history of Making Waves.

Legasea
Our annual Legasea Donor Appreciation event was held on Friday, October 24 at the Elwha Klallam Museum at
Carnegie. Over 60 guests participated in activities that included traditional stories, museum tours, documentary
viewings, craft projects, traditional foods and updated information on planning for the Marine Discovery Center.

Photos, top: Making Waves at Field Arts & Events Hall / Left Bottom: Feiros Donors enjoyed a private event at the
Elwha Klallam Musewm / Right Bottom: Elwha Museum Manager Suz Bennett and Lower Elwha Cultural Liason 1 5
Carmen Watson-Charles join Feiro Executive Director Melissa Williams.
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OPERATING FINANCIALS

Feiro Marine Life Center
City Pier Facility Operating Report 2024

Corporate &
Foundation
Grants
13%

Admissions &
Program Fees |
27% K

2024 Revenue
$432,333

Program
Service
50%

Contracts
7%
J

Functional
Expenses
26%

Individual
Contributions
52%

Fundraising,
Marketing &
Communications
26%

2024 Expenses
$431,630

We are grateful for every grant, gift and contribution we receive and celebrate
the opportunity to serve the thousands of people we reach every year. We look
forward to our new building, which will allow us to expand our exhibits, our
connections and our admissions revenue. Our 45-year old current building is
no longer able to fully support our mission or vision. For example, limited space
and ‘vintage’ pipes and pumps make it a challenge to improve our animal care as

quickly as we'd like or to offer more summer camps to meet current demand.

In addition, our current building cannot support the level of visitation or admis-
sions revenue needed to adequately fund our operations. Only 27% of our 2024
revenue came from admissions and program fees, requiring considerable extra
effort to fundraise the remaining 73% needed for programs, building costs and

staff salaries.

Funds donated to the ongoing capital campaign for the new Olympic Coast
Exploration Center are restricted only for that purpose. Donors have the option
to designate 4% of funds pledged to the Capital Campaign to be used for

ongoing Feiro Marine Life Center operations.
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OCEC FINANCIALS & HIGHLIGHTS

Olympic Coast Exploration Center

What a year! Thanks to the generosity of our community and hard work of many volunteers, we met our goal of
raising $24 million by the end of 2025! We celebrated this milestone at the annual capital campaign volunteer
appreciation event at Harbinger Winery.

Capital Campaign Co-chairs Deborah Moriarty and Betsy Matthews continue to demonstrate that when our
community pulls together, we can do great things. They have been supported by our three-person campaign staff
of Executive Director Melissa Williams, Project Coordinator Anna Sanders and Seattle-based Campaign Director
Elise Ricci. All this means that we are already full speed into 2026! Here are some exciting developments to look
forward to!

New Building, New Name, New Brand

In collaboration with consultant Pyramid Communications,

branding for the new center was unveiled in early April v
2026. The brand combines a fresh new feel with some classic

elements and demonstrates the expansion of our exhibits and educational offerings.

Olympic Coast
Exploratlon Center

Water connects us all

Launch of the Public Phase of the Capital Campaign

Campaign consultant Dani Beam visited in early December and engaged team and community members in plan-
ning for the public phase of the campaign. We launched the public phases in early April 2026. That means we will
be launching press, marketing, and social media campaigns to raise awareness and funds intended to get us to the
finish line of this project. Donors who made commitments prior to the launch will be recognized as early donors
and acknowledged in accordance with their wishes.

General Contractor Selection for Pre-Construction Services
Following a Request for Proposals in late 2025, Neeley Construction was selected as the general contractor for

pre-construction services and has joined the team.

Groundbreaking Ceremony
A ceremonial groundbreaking was held on April 8, 2026 with outdoor festivities at the new building site,
followed by a joyful celebration in the Field Arts and Events Hall.

Olympic Coast Exploration Center Capital Campaign Report 2024

Capital Campaign —
‘ Interest 6% 2024 Allocations Fandiaising

$902,878 5%

Grants & Miscl
14%

Building Design
15%

: |
_ N
- ‘ Functional
— L
i i . - Future Expense Expenses
Capital Campaign Individual 69% o
Contributions

2024 Income 80%

5902:878 *a portion of expenditures isrecognized as an asset onthe IRS 550 17



Worldwide Day of Play, made possible in
part by the Albert Haller Foundation, gave
kids of all ages a chance to play, explore

and learn at the Feiro Marine Life Center.
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Feiro

MARINE LIFE CENTER

315 N. Lincoln St.
P.O. Box 625
Port Angeles

Washington 98362
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